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Glossary

Maimonides

Mishneh[Torah

Psikta{l’Rav
Kehanna

Talmud

Tsedakkah

Moseslben[Maimon,[known[hsMaimonides[brGhe[RaMBaM,(vas
bornfinOSpainfin{1 1370andOdieddinOEgyptlind1 204.0HeOwasla
renownedorfhisOwritingslinOphilosphy,lonthelTorahOKorhis
legalltodeshinddhisBvrittenfresponsesolpecificlegallproblems.

Maimonidestompiledthisfcomplete[l 4volumellcodeof[Jewish
lawthroughBtudyinghelalmudhndihedmportantdegalltodes
written[bylhisOpredecessors.MThelMishnehTorahlisstillDonelof
theOmostOthedmostOimportantOsourcesOforOstudyldandlguidance
today.

This[lis[alcollectionbflrabbiniclhomilies,Icloseltolwhatwelmay
describellasOalsermon,dcompiledimostprobablyllindtheLandof
Israelll byl thell 5th0 century.O Eachl ofl thesell homilies( isll an
exploration[bffhlthemelwith[tsGrootsdnhverselbffhelorah.[As
theltheme[develops,Omanylmorellversesfhrelconnectedogether,
aslbnelnightBtringogetherbeadsfolnakelhhecklace.

Thellalmudsheliterary,theologicallandegallwellOspringbf
thel Jewishll imagination.l] Compiledl by[l rabbinicll scholars[ in
Babylon{inOthe7thOCentury,Oitdisdorderedlindallnonrational
associative[lway.OThellanguagelofOthedTalmudisdAramaicand
Hebrew.
Thelbhorter[PalestinianMalmudbrYerushalmilvasEompletedin
thelLand[bfIsraclinfhroundihe[bth[Century.

ThisBvordtomesHromhelhreeletter

root, TXN0or0tsOdOk,0thatd generatesd words withll meanings
connectedtollrighteousnessforfjustice. Tsedakkah,Otherefore,is
aboutlthe rights ofthelpoorRolbelbupported.tandihe correctlbr
Jjust action[bffhe[bnelvholgives.[Thisdsomewhatifferentfrom
theotion[df charity,dromlihellatin caritasOvith(tsOootsOnGhe
conceptbflovebritare.
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AllNotedn[Translation
Translation(sthlwaysinhctbfinterpretation.[ThatOsOvhyQtGshlwaysbestGolearnfolead
andinderstand[Hebrew[ourself.

[tOsBurprsinglyltasy,Bvith[hlgoodrurriculumlbuchlhs Alephlisn’tToughlbyll.indalMotzKin,
UAHC[Press,[ROO1.

TranslationBndgender
In$omelplacesGheHebrewlisesGhelnasculinebingluarpronounivithFhelntentionfo
includebothinenfhindfvomen.OnbthersOtleemssihoughihelnalelsldressed,becausein
thellimesthatlheseliextsivere[Composeddnlylinenivereltonsiderediolbedndividuals
capablelbflactingindependantly.WhereRhisBeemsiolbelheltase,Ohavelranslatedheext
reflectinghis[bias.OnbtherplacesOtBeemshsFhoughfhelentirefommunitylslbeing
addressedinddhaveised s/hefolreflectRhis.OtOshotOnydntentionfolllenyRhelpresenceldf
theOvomanlhsieaderfindlistenerfolfheseliexts,butiatherffolhighlightihelvaythatdJewish
communitiesfhindheirfexts$peakBolhndhboutRender.

AcknowledgementsindBurtherReading
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toltreateRhisBtudylpack IWelhopelhattheir[generosityivillleadolthelgenerosityldflbthers,
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Thanks[hlsofo[RabbillauralJannerKlausner,lvhoselFabbinic[#lissertationvasuchhiseful
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FurtherBeading

With[gratefulfhanksoRabbilJill[Jacobs,lhuthordf TherelFhallBeNo[Needy,[Pursuinglbocial
Jewish[Lights2009.[ThisExcellentbookOvashRreathelpinihelievelopmentbfRhisktudypackhnd
isthighlylrecommendedhsFurtherffreading.
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